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The MISSION of the Isaac Litton Alumni Association is to preserve the rich

heritage of our former school, to provide support to the present Isaac Litton
Middle School, and to be a positive influence in the lives of ALL the children in

our community. We do this with effective communication that continually

reaches out to bring the Alumni and the community together to promote our
programs and services.

Please continue to show your support financially through
donations and by paying your annual dues ($13).
Thank you for your generosity!

MAIL CASH OR YOUR CHECK (payable to ILAA) to:
ISAACLITTON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 752
MADISON, TN 37116

This quarter’s Blastis CHOCK FULL of great photos,
so put on your shades, load up the color cartridge
in your printer, and enjoy!
Don’t forget to visit the Isaac Litton High School Alumni Facebook Page and the
NEW lIsaacLitton.com webpage!
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Our current president, Mickey Collier, has recently had serious medical problems and
has had to pass his responsibilities on to other Board of Directors members. Hereis a
message from him to all of you.

By Mickey Collier, Class of ‘65

| want to thank everyone for the prayers and kind
thoughts that have been sent my way. Pat and | are truly
grateful for your support as we deal with a serious
medical issue. We are following doctor’s orders and hope
to return to all things Litton in the future. Please
continue to support our Alumni Association and Don
Clark for stepping up to the plate during this time. God

bless you all!

BLAST/ COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
Alice Stewart Shehane ’65, Chair
Kaaren Frazier Andrews ‘59
Judy Butler Cine ‘70
Larry Collier ‘69
Mickey Collier ‘65

Marisue Meador Stalker ‘70




Memorial Day 2025
“Remembering the names on the Blue Bricks”

May 26" 2025

By Don Clark Class of 1970

On Memorial Day we gathered to
remember the names on the Blue
Bricks on our Memorial Wall. We
come together to take time to hear
the stories and honor our alumni who
gave their life in service to their
country in WWII, Korea and Vietnam.
We were honored to have Nashville
Mayor, The Honorable Freddie
O’Connell, take time to help present
our Wreath at the wall along with Dr. ' » =
David Watts (’66). The mayor also Mayor O’Connell and Dr. Watts lay the wreath.
took time to address those who
came that day. We were also honored to have Emily Benedict, District 7 Council
Member, join us to honor the names.
After the remembrance time, we took time to open the Lions Hall and Den to those who
came to enjoy, with light refreshments provided by members of the Alumni Board. Our
thanks go out to Hal Gibbs (’71) for handling the audio for this event
, along with Louis Boyte who played Taps while the wreath was placed.
We also appreciate our :
Board members for helping &
- setupandclean up after the
event. :

| We hope to see you againon B
+ Memorial Day, May 25, i
2026, for our Remembrance
xR =& Day Event.

We will also have a Veterans Day Breakfast on Tuesday November 11" this year. More to

come on this day, which is open to all our Alumni to attend.
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Past President Cline gave Councilwoman
Benedict and Mayor McConnell a tour of
the Lions Den.

President-Elect Clark gave the mayor a
chance to view where history took place!

Our connections with Nashville government
officials are critical to our continued ability
to carry out our mission to keep Litton’s
history alive and serve our community in its
name.

Thanks to Metro photographer, Shane
Potter, for sharing most of these
photographs which were taken by him
on this day.

The mayor is a Nashville native and already
knew about our band’s fame.



All Alumni Banquet 2025

Don Clark, President Elect, Class of ‘70

We would like to thank all our alumni who were able to come to our yearly
banquet on June 21. 2025. While our numbers were down a bit, the food and
fellowship will be remembered. Celebrating the 50" and 60" anniversaries of
their graduation, Wil Clouse (’55) and Alice Shehane (’65) spoke to the group,
telling us stories and taking us down memory
lane. Chara Rand gave us an update on Isaac
Litton STEM Magnet School that made us all
proud of what the teachers and staff have done
making our middle school one of the top
schools in the state. Todd Campbell updated all
that Backfield in Motion (BIM) has going on and
the students who are being helped through this
program.

Judy Cline, our Alumnus of the Year, gave us a look at the new Web site that is
being developed and will come on line in July. We are thankful to the many
hours Judy has dedicated to working with our Web designer to make this
happen. We are especially grateful to the Class of 1963 for the donation of a
total of $6000 to help cover the cost of the new Web site!

This year we were able to award our very first ILAA Descendants Scholarship
to Libby Collier, granddaughter of Larry Collier and Sue Swor and great-
granddaughter of Sammy Swor, Sr. (band director from years ago), who
attends the University of Tennessee and is studying to become an Interior
Design Architect. We hope this is the first of many scholarships that we will be
able to award to our alumni families. Our thanks go out to Rita Soloman and
her committee for making this happen this year!



Class of ’55 members attending: Jim Henry, Jerry
Robinson, Mary Jo Collier Murphy, Jackie Creech
Parkinson, Peggy Northern Downey, Nan Garrett Batey,
Wil Clouse

Class of ’65 members attending: Carole Goolsby Pettus, David
Chamberlin, Alice Stewart Shehane, Patsy O’Connor Wessels,
Brenda Brent Staggs, Kitty Kincaid Woodson, Ronnie Pettus, Ann
Richards, and Linda Epley Huffines.

Thanks to all our Board of Directors members for

their help with the banquet this year. Let us know if Dr. Todd Campbell, CEQ
. . . . and Executive Director of
there is something we can do to improve our time of Backfield in Motion

fellowship in future years.

Please continue to remember Mickey and Pat Collier as Mickey fights off a
serious medicalissue. We look forward to seeing them both back on the Board
as soon as heis able.
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Kaaren Andrews, Kitty Will Clouse, Class of ’65 told tall (?) tales

Woodson, and Alice Shehane about how the world and Litton were, back
manned the registration table. in the day.

Don Clark and Kitty Woodson
drew door prize winners. Over
30 door prizes were awarded!

ILAA Board member,
Franklin Davis, led the
group in prayer before

our meal.

Graham Baker, class of ’63,
assisted by his lovely wife,
Katie, provided keyboard
accompaniment during our
meal.

was recognized as attendee from
the earliest class.



Fred Carter ‘70 worked the merchandise table. Don Clark, president-elect, ’70, and Hal
Gibbs, “our sound guy” ’71.

The Class of ’59 had a great representation. L
to R: Shirley Johnston Parrish, Jerry Parrish,
Lillyan Stanfield Sadler, Howard Hale,
Marjorie Sittloh Aderhold, Gail West Black,
Kaaren Frazier Andrews.

Marisue Meador Stalker 70 wore
many hats: chair of the hospitality
committee, banquet line wrangler,

and leader of the Alma Mater.

David Chamberlin ’65 won the 50-50

drawing and donated all $400 to Jay McDonald ’64, attended with his
Backfield in Motion! son, Sean, and his grandson, Mid.

Three generations!



From Baking to Bar B Due

1seltonscateringa®@gmail.com | 29086 Highway 49 Esst
Kim Uselton 615-618-1578 | Charlotte Tonnessee 37036

Once again, Uselton’s provided the
catering for our event. Yummy!

Several individual and small group photos were taken by our wonderful photographer, Lewis Lampley ’58 and
will be sent to them as requested. Most of the photos taken by Lewis will be posted on Facebook and we hope to
have them posted on the new website. (See website article.)
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ILAA Scholarship
Award

By Rita Solomon, class of ‘72

The ILAA Board established a Scholarship Committee in

the fall of 2024. Many thanks to the committee members:
Judy Cline, Franklin Davis, Buddy Jones, Rita Solomon

and Sammy Swor for their participation. The Committee
evaluated other alumni scholarship processes and
developed a prototype for our first annual scholarship award
to include high school seniors and undergraduate students
who have been academically diligent and are direct
descendants of Isaac Litton High School graduates. In !
addition to the application, the students are required to have a recommendation from the principal or
student advisor and to participate in an interview. At our Scholarship Committee interview, Libby
Collier stated she planned to continue her serving role this summer to save money for college and
plans an internship next summer. We asked about her most challenging issue. She stated that itis time
management and prioritizing projects, but she gets it done. We inquired about leadership roles; she is
working with a team of eight students and has taken the initiative to coordinate a resort project with tiny
homes and amenities. When asked what her response would be if another team member didn’t pull
their weight she suggested methods to encourage them to be a more effective team participant. She
has helped in community service with an organization building homes, hammering frames together and
then painting after drywall installation. At the May meeting, the ILAA Board voted to approve Libby
Collier, granddaughter of Larry and Sue Collier, (Class of '69) to receive the first ILAA Scholarship.

Here is an excerpt from her scholarship application essay:

“Libby is a sophomore at the University of Tennessee, pursuing a degree in interior architecture. Her
dream is to become an interior designer, a passion that has grown over the years. Since childhood, she
has loved both playing and watching sports and comes from a family of dedicated Tennessee Titans
and Vols fans.

Once admitted into the University of Tennessee's Interior Architecture department, she set clear goals
to ensure academic success and professional growth. Her educational aspirations include maintaining
strong academic performance, striving for straight A’s or A’s and B’s, and giving her best effort on every
assignment. She is dedicated to working hard to graduate and to develop the skills necessary to excel
in her chosen field. Her career ambitions involve working at Hannah Homes in
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Hendersonville, Tennessee, where the interior designer collaborates with diverse clients to integrate
their personal styles into modern and minimalistic designs. She has a deep passion for designing
spaces that families will call home, and since this firm specializes in residential projects, it is the

perfect place to begin. She applied for this scholarship because financial supportis crucial to
continuing education and career goals. Coming from a low-income household, she must rely
on numerous student loans to afford her education at UT. Receiving this scholarship would provide
significant relief by helping to cover tuition costs and reduce the financial burden. Each semester, she
is responsible for paying half of her tuition and needs to reimburse parents and grandparents for their
contributions. This scholarship would ease that responsibility and allow her to focus more on studies
and career preparation rather than financial stress.

She is a current member of the IA Collaborative Club at the University of Tennessee, which is the
student organization for the American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) and the International Interior
Design Association (IIDA). Its goals are to give students studying interior architecture opportunities for
professional growth and to create a welcoming environment that
promotes information sharing. This organization often hosts activities that let members apply principles
learned in the classroom to real-world situations, like portfolio evaluations, panel discussions,
company tours, and design competitions. Through these activities, she is exposed to norms and laws,
environmental practices, contemporary design trends, and teamwork that is typical in the workplace.
In conclusion, she is committed to achieving academic and career goals, and this scholarship would
play a vital role in helping her reach them. By lightening the financial strain and acknowledging her
achievements, this support would allow her to continue excelling in her studies and ultimately pursue
her dream of becoming a successful interior designer.”

Congratulations to Libby, her parents Curt and Holly Collier, her brother, and her grandparents,
who were all able to attend our All Alumni Banquet!
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Judy Butler Cline, Class of ‘70
Alumnus of the Year for 2025!

The ILAA Board of Directors proudly announces that the Alumnus
of the Year for 2025 is

Judy Butler Cline, Class of ‘70

She is a devoted wife, mother, and professional whose life has
been marked by unwavering faith, service, and a passion for
helping others thrive. Raised in Tennessee, she attended Bailey
and Jere Baxter Elementary before graduating from Isaac Litton in
1970. She earned her degree in marketing from Middle
Tennessee State University in 1974, later adding a master’s
degree in Christian counseling to her accomplishments.
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In 1969, she met the love of her life, Jim, a fellow MTSU graduate. After four years of
dating, they married—and are now celebrating 52 years together. They have two sons,
Andy (married to Sara Beth) and Wes (married to Molly), and are proud grandparents to
seven grandchildren.

A lifelong learner and leader, she built a successful career in human resources at
companies including Aladdin Industries, Datrek, Kusan, and Caterpillar. She currently
serves as a Chaplain for Nashville Rescue Mission and has held leadership positions on
the boards of the American Red Cross and several civic and workforce development
initiatives. She also co-founded The BenchMark Group, an executive outplacement
company, later sold to Lee Hecht Harrison.

Certified as a Six Sigma Master Black Belt, she is a process improvement expert trained
to manage complex projects that reduce waste and increase efficiency.

Outside of her professional life, she ran her first full marathon
at the age of 49 and continues to participate in and win races.
She is a passionate painter and gardener. She and her
husband currently attend Life Center Church in Cross Plains,
and they have served as elders, deacons, and teachers. Her
faith is the cornerstone of her life, and she is deeply
committed to her family, her community, and her calling.

In addition to these many accomplishments, she has become
one of the foundations and anchors of our Isaac Litton Alumni
Association During her tenure as President of the Board of Directors, she navigated the
years following the Covid epidemic and helped our organization grow even stronger.

Since January of 2024, when our former webmaster died, she became the
website/webmaster liaison, keeping the communications flowing and the database
updated until we were able to find a path for our digital future. Without her skill,
dedication, and HOURS of work, we would not have continued to keep our alumni
informed and involved. And she CONTINUES to do this work. The Association and
membership owe her a huge debt of gratitude for her being there for us all.

Her husband says she wouldn’t care to be recognized for her many accomplishments—
only for her devotion to God, her family, and her friends. This fact speaks volumes about
who she is and why she is the best choice for our alumnus of the year
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Isaac Litton
7 N Website Update

By Judy Butler Cline, Class of 1970

/ We have good news! The all-new Isaac Litton
< p "\» Website is now up and running. You can access
it just like you did before by going to
https://www.lIsaaclLitton.com. Our new website contains most of the same
contentyou are accustomed to accessing (and if it’s not there, it will be soon).
We will eventually be changing our process for displaying photos and annuals,
but for now you will be able to access them as before. And we are working on
some improved interactive features such as a store, online reservations, etc.
Our website will serve as a good resource for all things Litton alumni. In fact,
this issue of the Blast resides on the website.

As you know, we have had some “ups and downs” since the death of our
former webmaster, Jerry Newman. For most of 2024, we were focused on
updating the existing website on the original hosting platform. However, that
proved to be inefficient and ineffective if not impossible, and the consultant
we hired decided to close his business in January of 2025. We were finally
ready to take the leap and start over with a new website and a new hosting
platform. After an interview process, we hired Debbi Rigdon and her company,
Virtual Goldmine. She is professional, customer-focused and talented, and
has been a joy to work with. Although she is based out of Jacksonville, Florida,
she has several long-term clients in Middle Tennessee. In fact, she was
recommended to us by Pat Colier, who collaborates with her on another
organizational website.

Please take some time to explore the website. As mentioned, the content is
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https://virtualgoldmine.com/

mostly the same, but the navigation is a little different so it might take some
getting used to. | would really appreciate your feedback and questions as you
explore. We have taken great pains to get it right, but there is a huge volume of
information on our website so there could be some glitches or errors. Just let
me know and we will work on getting them resolved. Especially check your own
contactinformation to be sure it is correct.

Going forward after this initial review, if you have changes to your contact
information, be sure to letyour class rep know. This has been and will continue
to be our standard practice. Your class rep will ensure that your changes are
reported to the right person.

| will close with two huge “Thank You’s”:

1. Thank you to the Class of 1963 who donated the funds needed to design
and develop our new website. Your generosity is so very much
appreciated and has enabled us to fund this project without
compromising our ability to provide support for our ongoing ILAA
philanthropic endeavors.

2. Thank you to all of you for your patience over the past 18 months as we
have struggled to get our website up and running. The class reps have
been enormously helpful and patient as we worked together to maintain
accurate databases of alumni information until such time as we could
update the online records. We are back in business! Go Lions!!

CASHIER'S CHECK
“ FIRST 856010155
Z‘ H o R l z o N . DATE: 06/20/2025

Remitter:  GEORGE LABON TATUM
Pay to the Order of: ISAAC LITTON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Five Thousand Dellars And 00/100 ¢

Corporate Controller

Memo: Meay L HS we brias ﬂ(—.a.r
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Many busine:ses and organirations
havs 3 good sanse of humor. How do
o know? Because thoy shate witty
meszages on their signboards. Heve
are 8 low of our recant favonios,

HOLLY RIDGE

VETENINGRY NOGFIAI

TO THE THIEF
WHO STOLE MY
GLASSES.




News from Backfield in Motion

We often speak about the opportunity we have to partner with Backfield
in Motion (BIM). Here is one of the students who came through the
program and now has a wonderful opportunity!

vkl
/ DHAFT
)

COREY

M SIGNED

Congratulations Corey Stewart!

Corey Stewart, a proud Nashville native and former Backfield in Motion
student, has officially signed with the Los Angeles Chargers!
His journey inspires us all. We could not be prouder!
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Tom Sharp, Class of 1972 - Memories and Gratitude!

| saw your post on Facebook and memories of Litton are pretty
foggy at my age. | was a member of the ill-fated class of

1972. After our junior year, our class was cast to the four
winds. |Iwentto four schools in four years: Litton, Madison,
Volunteer State Community College and UT Knoxville. The one
constant for me was playing my trumpet at all those schools,
including four years in the Pride of the Southland Band.
Sammy Swor was a great teacher of marching, and his
eventual successor was John T. Wade.

Sammy Swor, Sr.

This military man brought us the discipline we needed in the post-Swor era. Mr. Wade
also assured me that he would have made sure | could have joined him in the National
Guard band in Middle Tennessee. A high draft number directed me toward my current
path, so | stayed non-military. Band rehearsals are serious business, and | learned much
of that self-control at Isaac Litton. Mr. Wade was a huge part of that experience. | think he
continued his band director journey at Stratford High School because | saw several :
pictures of him on Facebook from 2022. John T. Wade

!

| continue to be a band geek playing with the UT Alumni Band at the fall homecoming games with the full band
and helping with the pep bands for the Lady Vols and men’s basketball teams during the holidays. | still play the
Getzen Severinsen model trumpet my parents bought for me while | was at Litton. | got to meet Doc Severinsen
in 2019, and he told me never to sellit. All of this might not have happened if John T Wade had not come to Isaac
Litton High School.

Dad’s drug store supported the teams. He was a 1942 grad. The composite picture of our class they did really
tore me up at our 50th reunion. Rita Solomon who headed that up is a kind soul. Hard for me to be active living
here in Knoxville.

The UT band made me a member of the WJ Julian society a couple of
years ago. The UT band is in our will. It’s still a thrill to play at Neyland or
at the Food City Center. Here is a photo of Doc Severinsen and me made
in 2019 at the 150th anniversary of the Pride of the Southland Band. Doc
was 97 in this photo.

There are fewer of us now in my class, ’72,but | hope my story brings back
fond memories to my former band members of the Marching 100+ at
Isaac Litton High School. Litton High Forever!

-

Tom with Doc 2019
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A LESSON FOR YOUR GRANDDAUGHTERS!

Have you ever stopped to think that the grandmothers of today were once the rebels, the
rule-breakers, and the icons of a generation that changed the world? To the twenty-
somethings out there, let us remind you of who we were—and still are at heart. We were
the ones rocking miniskirts that turned heads, tight pants that made a statement, and
high boots that demanded attention. Bras? They weren’t part of our vocabulary when
freedom was our style.

Our soundtrack was legendary—Led Zeppelin, The Who, The Beatles, The Rolling
Stones, Jimi Hendrix, and Janis Joplin were the soundtrack to our revolution. We didn’t
just listen to their music; we lived it—singing, dancing, and feeling every note deeply. We
drove in Mini Coopers and cruised on motorcycles, embodying independence with every
ride. We smoked, sipped gin tonics, and never apologized for being ourselves. Muddy
music festivals weren’t just events for us; they were moments to be fully alive, dancing
and laughing without a care in the world.

Our days weren’t filled with scrolling
through social media or binge-
watching TV shows; we didn’t even
have those distractions—and frankly,
we didn’t care. We were out there in
the world, creating memories and
adventures that would last a lifetime.
So, no, you’ll never be exactly like
your grandmother, and that’s okay.
But remember, the grandmothers of
today were once the wild hearts who
paved the way for the world you now
know. Rock on, young ones. We
already did.
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What’s Been Happening With the
Classes?

The Class of ‘65 has been BUSY!
They celebrated their 60™ Reunion:

YT §
‘ welcome
YTCILULL

'fh:{'“l%dat Litton }1 Nl ; e
A ml ¥ ‘f‘ ¥ ‘!Ei”

They had Iunch wu‘rh old classma‘res and oId coachesl (Younger and
Garrett)

If you and your friends have fun out

there with fellow Litton alumni, send photos and info to
shehane64@gmail.com and we will try to include it in the next Blast, in
October 2025.
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ILAA 2024-2026 Board of Directors

President Mickey Collier, Class of ’65, 615-347-7839, mickey4vols@comcast.net
President-Elect Don Clark, Class of °70, 615-305-8067, dc925@comcast.net
Past President Judy Butler Cline, Class of ’70, 615-804-3453, clinejp@gmail.com
Secretary Alice Stewart Shehane, Class of ’65, 615-516-9287, shehane64@gmail.com
Treasurer Buddy Jones, Class of ’68, 615-779-8513, rljonescpa50@gmail.com
Kaaren Frazier Andrews, Class of ’59, 615-448-6438, kaarena81@comcast.net
Jerry Bean, Class of ’69, 615-804-5726, bjbea202@bellsouth.net
Terry Bumpus, Class of ’70, 615-708-3182, terrybumpus@comcast.net
Dr. Wil Clouse, Class of ’55, 615-545-9461, Drwil.Clouse@gmail.com
Pat Collier, 615-812-6862, mickeypat.1@comcast.net
Franklin Davis, Class of ’70, 615-420-0342, wfdjr@aol.com
John Halliburton, Class of ’68, 615-390-0901, johndhalliburton@att.net
Richey Gabrielle, Class of ’°70, 615-415-0123, rgabrielle@bellsouth.net
Mike Riggins, Class of ’69, 615-945-7160, Captnmike69@gmail.com
Rita Solomon, Class of ’72, 615-351-2426, rsolomon.thn@gmail.com
Marisue Stalker, Class of ’69, 615-337-6865, marisuestalker@yahoo.com
Sammy Swor, Class of ’64, 615-218-7507, svs@comcast.net

Kitty Kincaid Woodson, Class of ’65, 615-957-3587, kittywoodson@gmail.com
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* 08 BACKFIELD IN MOTION
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Another successful Summer Academy in the books!!

Overall, our students had many experiences and opportunities to learn about careers in
the Medical, Business Information Systems, Sales, Marketing, and Construction fields.
The students did a great job of staying engaged in the activities during the month of June.

On the last week of the program, the students went to the Headquarters of Mars Petcare
in Franklin where they learned about the negotiating of products and sales, toured the
Tennessee State Museum, participated in a series of service-learning activities with the
United Talent Agency, a seminar on Brain Power and Functioning, field trip to MEHARRY
Medical College. The culminating event was sponsored by a local non-profit call Drip
Drive, which gave over 100 students brand new Nike shoes and clothing.

We look forward to allowing the kids to get refreshed and enjoy the rest of their summer
before we kick it back in for the 2025/2026 school year in August.
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GONE, BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN

@?‘W% 7, 2025 - ﬁw 29, 2025

YEAR DEATH REPORTED - AGE
50 BETTY JOYCE RUST McKELVEY 2025-05-23 Age 93
50 NELLIE WEATHERLY WHEELER 2025-03-21 Age 94
51 CLEMENTE. (BUD) GREEK Il 2025-06-05 Age 90
54 JAMES W. DRAKE 2025-04-06 Age 89
55 BERNIS EUGENE SHIPMAN 2025-04-08 Age 87
57 RICHARD WAYNE JENKINS 2025-03-30 Age 85
58 CAROLYN PATRICIA CLARK MEADOWS 2025-04-21 Age 84
58 JUDY ANNE HAMBLEN WILKES 2025-03-30 Age 84
58 SHERRY LEE RECTOR GAFFORD 2019-05-01 Age 82
61 DORIS GENTRY SMITH 2025-03-24 Age 81
61 ROBERT KENDELL (KENNY) NORMAN 2025-04-24 Age 82
61 JERRY W. DAVIS 2025-03-30 Age 82
62 WAYNE BENJAMIN RICHMAN 2025-05-10 Age 80
63 TONY VAUGHN Date Unknown
65 CONNIE MARIE CARROLL ALLEN 2025-06-19 Age 78
67 RODNEY MICHAEL (MIKE) GREGORY 2025-03-16 Age 78
67 THOMAS ALBERT SHANKS 2024-11-22 Age 75
70 MARY ELLEN ALLEN JONES 2025-06-01 Age 72
71 KAREN CARLOCK 2025-02-15 Age 72

NOTE: Due to the publication deadlines for each quarterly issue of the BLAST, the names of
those departed alumni received after the 25th of the quarter will be included in the next issue.

Please send us any notices as soon as possible. Thank you.
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