
                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Isaac Litton High School - Nashville, TN 

Volume MMXXVI     Issue 2    April, 2026 
The MISSION of the Isaac Litton Alumni Association is to preserve the rich heritage of our 

former school, to provide support to the present Isaac Litton Middle School, and be a 

positive influence in the lives of ALL the children in our community.  We do this with 

effective communication that continually reaches out to bring the Alumni and the 

community together to promote our programs and services. 

Please continue to show your support financially through donations and 

by paying your annual dues ($15, due July 1, each year). 

 Thank you for your generosity!  

MAIL CASH OR YOUR CHECK (payable to ILAA) to:  

ISAAC LITTON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 752 

MADISON, TN 37116 
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Litton BLAST 
HAPPY SPRING! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save these dates: 

Memorial Day Observance May 25, 2026 

All Alumni Banquet, June 27, 2026 
           For more details, see included articles, our FB page, 

and future emails  

from Class Reps and the ILAA 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Mickey Collier, Class of ‘65 

The Isaac Litton Alumni Center will be hosting several events in the 
coming months. The class of 1966 will celebrate their 60th reunion. 
The class of 1961 will attend their 65th reunion.  

The Isaac Litton Middle School will use our facility for their much 
anticipated 8th grade prom. Our annual, and well attended, 
Memorial Day celebration will take place on May 25th, 2026. Don 
Clark will provide details for publication in this Blast issue.  

The annual All Alumni Banquet 
will take place on June 27th 
2026. At this event, we elect 
new officers and present the 
Outstanding Alumni Award. The 
fellowship at this event is 
terrific.  

 

We are so very fortunate to have such a cool facility for use by all 
alumni. See ya there! 

 

 

 

 

2 



 

MEMORIAL DAY 2026 

“Remembering the Names on the Blue Bricks” 

May 25, 2026, 10 AM 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are planning to get together again this year to remember our 
alumni whose names are on the Blue Bricks located on our 

Memorial Wall. 

Memorial Day this year will be Monday May 25th and we plan to 
start the observance at 10am. We will place our Wreath at the Wall 

after telling the stories of our 41 alumni on the Blue Bricks. This 
brief time will be to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

our country, serving in WWII, Korea and Vietnam. 

After we finish, we will have the Alumni Hall and the Lions Den open 
for all to take time to visit and enjoy some light snacks that your 

Alumni Association Board of Directors will be providing. 

We look forward to seeing everyone there this year and thank you 
all for your support of our Isaac Litton Alumni Association. 

Don Clark 

Class of 1970 
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ALERT!!! Our annual All-Year Banquet needs to go on your calendar, RIGHT NOW! 

We will visit, laugh, and relive our exploits from “back in the day.” 
We’ll be celebrating our nation’s 250th birthday and our banquet, catered by Uselton’s Catering 

and Special Events, will include all American dishes, fried chicken, Pork BBQ, baked beans, 
potato salad, mixed green salad, and assorted beverages and desserts.    

         If you prefer a vegetarian entrée, a black bean burger will be reserved in your 
name. Please check the box to the right. ( All sides are prepared vegetarian.)   

Classes of 1956 and 1966 will be especially recognized in this, their decade anniversary year. 
The deadline for reservations is  June 1, 2026, but we encourage you to send in your reservation 

RIGHT AWAY. Even if you’re not able to attend, please consider  
paying your annual ILAA Dues and making a generous donation. Cash or check, only. 

Reservation Information (Please return entire form or all information on another sheet of paper.) 

Name (incl. maiden name) __________________________________________________Class of _____ 

Street Address and Unit #_______________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________________ State_________ Zip_____________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  Home______________________________  Cell_____________________________________ 

Please list all guests attending with you and if they also graduated from ILHS and year. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________Year:__________ 
Name:_________________________________________________________________Year:__________    
               Payment for                                    How Many?                                                         Total 

Banquet Reservation  X        $    35.00 = $ 
July ’26 – June ’27 ILAA Dues  X        $    15.00 = $ 
Tax Deductible Donation    _$_______________                 
 
Total Amount Enclosed 

    
  $ 

 Make Check Payable to Isaac Litton Alumni Association or ILAA 
Enclose your payment and the above form and mail to arrive by June 1, 2026 to: 

ISAAC LITTON ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 752, MADISON, TN 37116 
We hope to see you there!     

4 

Isaac Litton All-Alumni Banquet  
(Reservations required.) 
Saturday, June 27, 2026 

Doors open @ 10:00 AM, Meal @ 11:30 AM 
Lions Hall, Old Litton Gym Building 

4500 Gallatin Pike      37216 
Nashville, TN 37216 

Doors Open at 10:30 AM, Meal at 11:30 AM 
 



Spotlight on Alumni 
“Rip” Nix 

Suggested by Kaaren Frazier Andrews, class of ‘59 
Edwin Lee "Rip" Nix (1933–2014), 

Litton Class of 1953, was a Madison, Tennessee native 
who invented the "Line-a-Bed" one of the first, if not 
the first, drop-in plastic truck bed liners, patented in 
the early 1970s. Nix worked with his dad at Nix Garage, 
owned Nix Construction Company, and was a former sheriff's deputy.  
He patented the "Pickup truck bed liner and protector" (U.S. Patent 
3,881,768), filed in 1973. 
His invention was a pioneering, durable, molded plastic liner that protected 
truck beds from damage. While Rhino Linings and Line-X later 
popularized spray-on liners in the 1980s and 90s, Nix’s work established the 
market for pre-formed bed protection.  
His work, often co-invented with Bobby E. Davenport, included designs 
for integrated side walls and snap-fastened tailgate liners that didn't require 
separate fasteners. 
Before his success in the automotive accessory industry, he played football 
for the University of Tennessee.. 
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https://rhinolinings.com/about/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claudio_Burtin
https://patents.justia.com/inventor/bobby-e-davenport
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Comments and Poem  
by Jerry Simpson, Class of ‘67 

Isaac Litton High School is really unique.  It has one of the strongest alumni of any high 
school, even with the main school being demolished. The Junior High, the old high 
school gym, the band room, and football locker areas still remain standing.  One of the 
few, if not the only, high school where the gym is still in use long after the school was 
closed, has an area underneath the gym for community activities with many of class 
graduates’ photos around the room as well as a museum showing activities from the 
years the school was in operation.  

We, as students, were blessed to have attended Isaac Litton even though at the time 
as students we may not have felt that way, especially when caught doing something 
not allowed or having to write out long essays or whatever one had to do when 
punished. Still when it came to school activities everyone came together, much like 
our mascot the Lion, as a team supporting our school.  

There were good times and bad times alike but overall when looking back, the 
friendships, the memories made from those days are very precious to us now that we 
become older.   

With that said, I wrote a short poem about the times of being a student at Isaac Litton 
school. Hope you enjoy it and maybe it brings back some wonderful memories to all 
those who attended Litton High. Forgive me for the many things I may have left out to 
say, but wanted the poem to be short and not many pages long which it would be if all 
was said about how great it was to have been part of the Isaac Litton heritage, a school 
which should still be standing today and in use, but sadly wasn't given the opportunity 
to remain open and provide all the wonderful knowledge which was available to 
students who attended the school. 

Here's my poem and everyone is welcome to share as so choose: 

The Blessings of Litton 
by Jerry Simpson 

There is no greater blessing in all this life 

Than friends who stay when years drift by, 

Like those we gained at Isaac Litton 
Where bonds were forged and learned to fly. 
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Not just classmates passing through, 

But family shaped by shared young days, 

By lockers, laughter, hopes, and dreams, 

And long, familiar hallways. 

 
God placed us there with loving care, 

With parents strong and teachers wise, 

With coaches, band, and guiding hands 

Who helped our spirits rise. 
 

Neighbors watched with quiet pride, 

As we walked past those open doors, 

Unknowing then how deeply still 

Those moments shaped our cores. 
 

From scholarships to fields of play, 

From marching drums to soaring song, 

Litton called out what lived inside 

And taught us to be strong. 
 

Each student shined in their own way, 

Each gift was seen, each dream was grown, 

And through those years, a legacy 

Was quietly being sown. 
 

Though time has closed those classroom doors, 

Their echoes never fade 
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For in our hearts, and in our lives, 

Litton’s light still stays. 
 

And so we stand, old friends once more, 

With gratitude that never ends, 

Forever blessed we walked those halls 

And left as lifelong friends. 
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SEND IN YOUR NOMINATION FOR ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR for 2026 

This award is presented to the Alumnus of the Year at our Annual Banquet. He or she is selected by 
Committee on the following criteria: 
 
Characteristics of the Alumnus of the Year should include but are not limited to any one or a combination of 
the following:  

• distinguished professional achievement 

• distinguished leadership 

• service to Isaac Litton High School 

• service to community  

• loyalty to the ideals of Isaac Litton High School 

• positive representation of Isaac Litton High School 
        (If you want to include supporting documentation of this person’s qualifications, please do so). 
 
NAME of NOMINEE: _____________________________________________________ CLASS OF: ______________ 
 
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CURRENT EMPLOYER or AVOCATION: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION(S) AFTER ILHS:________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICES: __________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SERVICES WHILE AT LITTON AND TO THE ASSOCIATION: _________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
HONORS OR ACHIEVEMENTS AT LITTON AND AFTER:  
____________________________________________________  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDED BY: ______________________________________________ CLASS OF: ______________________ 

 
SEND A SCAN OF THIS FORM, OR THE AN EMAIL WITH THE INFORMATION IN IT TO: 

Kitty Kincaid Woodson 
Kittywoodson@gmail.com 

      Deadline for nominations:  June 1, 2026 
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Student Handbook ’39-’40! 
By Alice Stewart Shehane, class of ‘65 

Recently, a copy of the ‘39-’40 Student Handbook was found in the estate of 
Tom Rowland, and donated to our Lions Den Memorabilia room.  We 
thought you might like to see what things were like “back in the day!”   

I recall our having one of these in ’65, and it even included student 
addresses and phone numbers for the senior class!   

This one is 37 pages long and we won’t include the entire book in this issue 
of the Blast, but here is the first “installment” of some excerpts from a TRUE  

BLAST FROM THE PAST !!! 
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More excerpts will be included in upcoming editions of your  
LITTON BLAST. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 



 

NEW LITTON MERCHANDISE 
Our merchandise committee has purchased a new design of 
short sleeve t-shirts, which we will sell for $15.  They will be 
available at the annual banquet on June 27, 2026. We do not 

take credit cards or cash apps, only checks or cash, so be 
prepared to shop the new merchandise at this event with your 

wallet or checkbook in hand!. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will also have many other alumni items that we have sold in the 
past.   
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There’s no prize for whoever gets the most points. It’s just for fun!!! 
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Your Association Supports Our  
Middle School Namesake! 

By Mickey Collier, class of ‘65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were privileged to attend the semi-annual Partner Meeting with 
the Middle School. We heard about their accomplishments this 
school year. We also met the student body president, vice president 
and treasurer of this year’s 8th grade class. An impressive group of 
youngsters. 

The check for the board approved donation for the end of year 
celebration, $2,600 and teacher appreciation luncheon, $200, were 
presented. 

Pictured are Christine Pulle, PTSO, Chara Rand, Principal and 
Tiffany West, Community Schools Coordinator Family and Children 
Services. 
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Isaac Litton Middle School 
Band Concert and Other News 

By Tessa Berger, ILMS Band Director 

YOU ARE INVITED!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
And here are several photos from students that participated in the 
district wide honor band recently. Students were selected via blind  
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audition to perform in an ensemble made up of students from every 
middle school in MNPS! They rehearsed and put together a concert in a 
day! We are so proud of them  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Elaine Boyer Stroud, class of ’67:    Ms Tom (Mae B. 
Thompson) was one of those teachers that had that “she’s hard” 
reputation! And she had a way of teaching that helped you to easily 
remember the facts. She was also my track coach and wow what a 
difference she made in all of our lives. Did not appreciate her until 
years later but reached out to tell her!  

From Mike Pulley, class of ’67, (recently deceased): Mrs Tom could 
get you motivated without embarrassing you. If the class did a good job, she would buy 
everyone a bottle of Coke and sneak it into the room. She was stern but fair. 

 

From Kay Graves Algood, class of ’60:  Mr Robert Maxwell, a Navy 
man, had been all over the Hispanic world. He was my Spanish 
teacher and made the language come alive in our class. 

 

From Larry E. Parrish, class of ’61:  Coach Thompson, Coach Harris, 
Coach Moore, Mr. Foster,  Mrs. Combs. This looking back. Maybe, 
different if choosing then. Coach Harris cut me into my junior 
season after I missed (skipped) a practice and gave him a flimsy 
excuse. He knew I was lying. He said not one word except get your 
stuff, go home and don’t come back. Lasting lesson. Have taken it 
with all the rest of my life. I was doing good and loving football since 
the 7th grade. Missed terribly. I lied. He knew it. End of discussion!!! Thank you coach. 

Do you have a favorite teacher you’d like us to spotlight? Send to      
shehane64@gmail.com. 
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GONE, BUT Never FORGOTTEN 

 

Reported January 1, 2026 – March 31, 2026 

 
NOTE: Due to the publication deadlines for each quarterly issue of the BLAST, the names of  

those departed alumni received after the 25th of the quarter will be included  
in the next issue. 

Please send your class representative, as listed on the ILAA website,  
any notices, as soon as possible. Thank you. 
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ILAA 2024-2026 Board of Directors 

President Mickey Collier, Class of ’65, 615-347-7839, mickey4vols@comcast.net 

President-Elect Don Clark, Class of ’70, 615-305-8067, dc925@comcast.net 

Past President Judy Butler Cline, Class of ’70, 615-804-3453 clinejb@gmail.com 

Secretary Alice Stewart Shehane, Class of ’65, 615-516-9287, shehane64@gmail.com 

Treasurer Buddy Jones, Class of ’68, 615-779-8513, rljonescpa50@gmail.com 

Kaaren Frazier Andrews, Class of ’59, 615-448-6438, kaarena81@comcast.net 

Jerry Bean, Class of ’69, 615-804-5726, bjbea202@bellsouth.net 

Terry Bumpus, Class of ’70, 615-708-3182, terrybumpus@comcast.net 

Dr. Wil Clouse, Class of ’55, 615-545-9461, Drwil.Clouse@gmail.com 

Pat Collier, 615-812-6862, mickeypat.1@comcast.net 

Franklin Davis, Class of ’70, 615-420-0342, wfdjr@aol.com 

Richey Gabrielle, Class of ’70, 615-415-0123, rgabrielle@bellsouth.net 

Mike Riggins, Class of ’69, 615-945-7160. Captnmike69@gmail.com 

Rita Solomon, Class of ’72, 615-351-2426, rsolomon.tn@gmail.com 

Marisue Stalker, Class of ’69, 615-337-6865, marisuestalker@yahoo.com 

Sammy Swor, Class of ’64, 615-218-7507, svs@comcast.net 

Kitty Kincaid Woodson, Class of ’65, 615-957-3587, kittywoodson@gmail.com 
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